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VERY time I reflec upon the Con- 
duct of the late Miniftry, ftill I difco- 
ver more Abufes ; and tho’ I have laid 
open a vaft number, there remains fo 
pany, that when I am going to write, I am of- 
rn in difpute with my felf which fhall be the 
bjt of my Paper. I believe no Sett of Men 
rr took more pains to ruin their Country, 

id 1 have often thought, had they continued 
in Power, what great occafion we fhould have 
iyd for a faithful long-lived Hiftorian to tranf- 
nit their Faults to Pofterity. Among the ma- 
yj Corruptions which I have not yet touched, 
Jannot help taking notice how little they 
ued the Honour of the Nation, in chufing 
Men of the moft indifferent Parts and Abilities 
» reprefent Her Majefty at Foreign Courts. If 
Man of Quality were to fend a Meflage of Im- 
wrtance to another of his Rank, he would, out 
frefpect to the Perfon to whom he fent, and 
‘ bis own Credit, pick out both the Ableft, 
done of his upper Servants, to deliver it. 
nd as the Honour of a Prince is of more Con- 
muence than that of any private Perfon, with 
) much the more Care thofe fhould be deputed 
pon all publick Embaffies, who are beft quali- 
ied to ferve, and bea credit to their Sovereign. 
Kfides the Indignity offered to the Prince in 

ding abroad Minifters unfit for that Employ- 
nent, it draws a Reflection on the Nation, be- 
wife it is natural for Potentates to imagine, 
at, ‘thofe who are fent to them in publick 
tharaéters muft be confiderable at home, and 

ording to their Abilities to judge of the reft 

{their Countrymen: And I am apt to believe 
his induced fome of the Allies to think they 
night as eafily impofe upon the reft of the Na- 
ion, and cheatthem out of feveral thoufands 
Mf Men and Mony, as they could perfuade thofe 
satlemen (who by their CharaGers feemed to 
e diftinguifhed among them) of the reafona- 
lenefs of their Deman‘'s. 

And we find now too late, that by the Cor- 
iption of thofe at h6me, and the Weaknefs 
ad Ignorance of thofe abroad, they met with 
lo great difficulty in obtaining their Ends. 

hen a Man forms a Catalogue to himfelf of 
he feveral profound Statefmen fent abroad for 
ome Years paft with publick Characters, he 
nuft be afhamed for his Country while he con- 
iders how few of them were qualified for What 
hey undertook: It muft be allowed indeed, that 
hey were generally very well verfed in the mi- 
kaken Politenefs of the Age, born and bred up 


at a time when there was a Project on Foot 
for turning the Univerfities into Academies, 
when Fencing, Dancing and Singing, were 
efteemed more neceflary Qualifications for a 
publick Minifter, than fome Rudiments of Li- 
terature, and a degree of Knowledge in the 
Conftitution of his Country ; and when the Re- 
putation of being a pretty Fellow, was thought 
the beft Title to an Employment. If the late 
Men in Power had in that Point imitated their 
Confederates the Dutch, as they feemed to do 
in moft of their Schemes, they would have 
found that Republick always to have deputed 
thofe for their Minifters at Foreign Courts, who 
were ableft to watch, and take all Opportuni- 
ties of ferving their State: But this was what — 
the late Miniftry could not do, while the In- 
tereft of that Commonwealth, falling in with 
the Defigns which the Faction here was dri- 
ving, was mofe at their Heart, than that of 
their own Country ; and it is obvious enough 
to imagine their End in fending abroad fuch | 
ignorant Envoys, was, to give the Dutch an 
Opportunity, by the Incapacity of our Minifters, 
of turning totheir Profit whatever Advantages 
might be procured for this Kingdom. 

And I have often wondered when the late 
Miniftry fo entirely gave up the Honour of the 
Nation at Gertruydenberg, and let the Dutch 
Treat for them there; and fince they were confi- 
dent the States would aé& witt¥ the fame Sin- 
cerity for the good of this Country, as any of 
their Party they could fend from hence, why 
they did not truft Affairs of lefs Importance to 
the Minifters of that Republick in other Places, 
and no more be at the Charge of fending En- 
voys.to Foreign Courts, than Plenipotentiaries 
thither. The moft probable Reafon Ican give 
was the keeping a parcel of vain young Fellows 
in their Intereft, who were fond of a publick 
Character and nothing todo; and without dif- 
pute it had been more for the Honour of the 
Nation, if their Excellencies had never been 
heard of. 

Care was always taken to pick out the talleft 
and the ftrongeft Men to go Flanders, and we 
acquired the Reputation of a Brave People. 
If as much pains had been employed in fend- 
ing able Minifters abroad, it had been more 
for the Advantage of the Nation. And as the 
War could not probably continue for ever, fome 
care fhould have been taken to be reputed 
wife during a Peace. 


But 








But the late Politicians, inftead of chufing 
Men diftinguifhed, either by their Quality or 
their Parts, fent abroad Youths, I cannot fay 
come from Sehool, but who rather ought to 
have been there,when they were députed to tran- 
fact Affairs of Importance between Her Majefty 
and Princes in Her Alliance; as if the Em- 
ployment of a publick Minifter were defigned 
more for a Method of Education, than to make 
nfe of Abilities already acquired: And I fhould, 
in fome meafure, have excufed the late Mini- 
{try, if thofe Striplings had a particular, Ge- 
nius that way, or were remarkable for their 
natural Parts, or a more than ordinary Stock 
of Learning than is ufually acquired at their 
Years, for then it would have been hoped, 
their Defign in breeding them up in that Em- 
ployment, was to qualifie them for able Mi- 
nifters to ferve their Queen and Country, 
againft that time they thought Propofals might 
be accepted for a Peace ; but, by their Choice, 
it is plain, this was far from being their In- 
tent, and that one way to make the War ne- 
ceflary, was, by having none of their Side able 
to Treat of a Peace. 

The fending fuch Boyifh Minoifters to Fo- 
reign Courts, muft needs make the Nation 
contemptible; and, I think, not with lefs rea- 
fon, than if the Command of the Army were 
given to one who had never ntade a Campaign, 
or that of the Fleet to one who had never 
been at Sea, 

It is odds but it may be objected by fome of 
my weekly Brotherhood on the other fide, 
that if fo enormous a Fault as this be fairly 
reprefented, the Remedy is at hand, and the 
Queftion may be asked, why thefe late Beard- 
lefs Politicians are not recalled, and better 


put into their Places? It may be anfwerm 
that where the Evil was ae cae my 
hath been amply redrefled: It may be furth 

anfweéred, fome of thofe Perfons having alteg 
dy ferved an Apprenticefhip in the Coal 
where they refide, muft needs have very : 
Luck, .if they are not skilled in the eal 
Forms, whichis all required of them at , 
fent.;:.And I am afraid I muft add, That 4 
Education of our young Men, for fome Year 
paft, under fuch Mafters as 1 have lately me, 
tion’d, hath not left us a very plentiful Choice 
But thefe and the like Objections are Rr 
{tarted by fome who with us well, as alto 
our Advetfaties, and tho’ with different p, 
figns, yet I think not very juftly by ithe 

As for the latter, I have faid enough at Ms 
fent; but our Friends are a great deal to blame 
in not regarding a little, what hath been doy 
as well as what remains undone. Let the 

compare the prefent State of Things wis 
That in which they were in three Years 300: 
and then inftead of murmtiring, that all Th; 
are not exactly as they could with, they ca 
not but in Duty give Thanks to God andy 
Majefty, to find them fo well as they a 
When a Houfe, and the Improvements abog 
it, have been laid wafte by Ravages, or ry 
to Ruin by neglect, a new Tenant may beg 
much Coft and Pains in repairing them: Ayj 
thofe who have feen all in a heap of Rubbif 
will think he has done a great deal; whik 
Strangers, or fuch as will make no Alloy 
ances, find fanlt that every thing is not 
actly finifhed, without confidering the Skill r 
quired, the Difficulties to be overcome, 
the great Expence of Time and Money. 
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